MAKING A POINT- —President Kennedy talks with ; 
group of 27 doctors who called to back his medical 
care plan. In rear is Dr. Caldwell B. Esselsryn. : 

(J) Wlrephoto 

Band of Doctors Backs 
Kennedy Medical Plan 

Group Promises, in Defiance of AMA, 
to Be Missionaries for Old Age Program 

BY ROBERT THOMPSON, Times Washington Bureau 

WASHI.VOTON — A hand! plan 'sponsored in Congress; 
of doctors from across the na-i hv spn - Clinton Anderson 

lion rallied to President Ken- <? A '- M n \ m< \ R f p \ Cec ?' 
, . ...... . , Kins iD-Los Angeles). 

nedy s side m defiance of the , ,, . . . 

. . . Anion.? those joining in 

American Medical Associa- the sta tement of support, 
tiori Tuesday with a promise ; were five Caiifornians— tir. 
lo do missionary work among [ Rnhe ,. t H Alwav, dean of 
their colleagues on hehair of thp Stanford 'rniversitv 
his old age medical carc, Schonl of M c <ii<-jne: Dr. 
program _ Thomas Brrm. professor of 

Twenty-seven physicians modwinc at rsc nr . Arthur 
presenting a committee K ornherg. professor and cx- 
of .(.-gathered in the Yl hite erutjve hM ' d of t| d 
Mouse rose garden to assure mcnt nf binchemistr / at 
the President that they re- Stanford; Dr. Phillip RlLce, 
gard the Social Security sys- of h department of inter- 
icm as "the most practical nal medicine at the Palo Alto 
and sound method of f mane- Cljni and Dr . Daniel R . 
mg health benefits for the Mischo „. chie{ gynecologist 
great majority ot the aged. at Beverlv Hil f s Doc f ors 
Mostly Educators Hospital. All except Brem 

In replv, Mr. Kenned v said: attended Tuesday's eere- 
"1 am hopeful that this sup- mon - v al the whlte Housp. 
port for this concept of metli- . Affects Young Parents 

cal care for the aged through M t i,„„_v, tt,^ •„ 

Social Security will cause ™& "*gr oup in- 

other doctors, others who arc S0 ™ p lT£ ms pl T 

j J » .1. i nu sicians. most of those who 
concerned about the health p i edge d their support to the 
of our people, to examine Pr J dent we re educators, 
and reexamine their post. Qne wag Dr _ Benja £ in 

/- u n n tt™i~. - : s P°ck, of Western Reserve 
Dr. Caldwell B. Essel.tyn 7/^^ ^ famed au . 

medical director of the Rip thorft ^ chUd h j h ^ 

Van VV- inkle Clinic m Hud- development . 

son, was leader of the „,..,. 

group. He told -newsmen that Spock told _ newsmen that 

75% of the doctors joining th f President s old age medi- 

in support of Mr. Kennedy cal P lan certanUy affects 

are members of the AMA. y? u ?S Pf ents - kln _, d c 1 

The AMA is vehemently op- advlse > because if grandfa- 

posed tp the administration Please Turn to Pg. 24, Col. 1 
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i gets seribuily ''in, 'the 
gig .parents, mttst'su.pport 

'j '^p^t^eir-stat^ent/to'-Kri 
; ^nniedyi- jhe-td^prs'saiid: 
: ; . "S&ioughl .aiadesruscientific 
j achievements much has been 
; done to- prolong the life po- 
tential of "the .'population. 
; Concurrently, medical care 
., h?s become more- costly, 
i • "Old age is a period of 
;! n|gjj» for increased, medical 
'■ ! caTjrami it is most frequent- 
i' ly accompanied by diminish- 
I ing resources to pay for such 
j care. Today, al! but a relative 

■ few still live under the con- 
[ stant fear that unpredictable 
[ medical disaster may strike 
r' and destroy the financial se- 
{ curity of their later years.'' 
I Through a medical care 
! plan supported by increased 
i Social Security taxes, said 
i the doctors, America's physi- 
! cians "will be better able to 
[ maintain their commitment 
[ to provide high quality care 
i and excellence -of standards 
; -while preserving independ- 
; ence of professional judg- 
i ment. and ... the aged will 
i be better able to enjoy with 
i dignity the best modern 
' medical care." 

f Cites Responsibility 
$' Mr. Kennedy told the doc- 
J tors he was "hopeful their 
' support "will stimulate care-, 
i ful thought by doctors acrossi 
ithe country, that mose and 

■ more of them will' come to 
j realize that .this is- really 
I the best way- to deal with a 
■very pressing national 

■ emergency." '* ; - 
,- By- backing. 'his pSaii'.' he 
. said, the rifo-sicians 

; helping to meet : the .ven- 
'great;: responsibility which 
the medical- profession faces 
to care for, oite citizens." 

A f tej-: ! -the public cere- 
mony, y!x„ -Kennedy chatted 
, informatt£ r ,w!th the "doctors 
! and drew- ".A- spontaneous! 



laugh. -from them when he 
said their participation in 
the fight with the AMA 
"would raise the level of de- 
bate." , 

The doctors later lunched 
with "Atfderson and" King. 

Secretary of Health, Edu- 
cation and Welfare Ribicoff 
participated in the rose gar- 
den ceremony and later told 
reporters that the adminis- 
tration was "proud to have 
men. of this stature" seek- 
ing passage of the legisla- 
tion. 

He, also raid there "is a 
substantial number of doc- 
tors who do not agree with 
the AMA" on medical care 
plan. 
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